
Lesson 4: Barn Cats



▪ For many, cats are only kept as a house pet. But did you know that cats on a farm 
have very important jobs? In this lesson you will learn about barn cats and why 
they are important to farmers.



The Official Carter 

Historic Farm Greeter! 

She loves to say hello to 

guests that come to the 

farm and receive many 

pets.



She is the best mouser 

around! Elly May loves to 

hunt, climb, and run fast 

around the barnyarn. 



Sue is very sassy and 

independent. She likes to 

pretend she is not 

interested in being 

petted, but secretly, she 

loves the attention!



Scruffy is the smallest of 

the barn cats and also the 

most shy. But once she 

warms up to you, she’ll 

be your best friend!



▪ They are not around to be a pet, though they can 
be very good company. Farmers keep cats 
around the farm for pest control. 

▪ Small animals like rodents, snakes, and birds can 
eat animal feed, contaminate crops, and possibly 
harm the other farm animals. Farmers will often 
have cats around to hunt these pests and keep 
the farm safe. 

▪ Because they are hunting the pests that could 
ruin crops and feed, having cats as pest control 
also saves farmers money! Barn cats are so 
important to farms that farmers can even receive 
tax deductions for their care. 



▪ Cats can sleep up to 12 – 16 hours a day and spend 
1/3 of their awake time grooming. 

▪ A male cat is called a tom, a female cat is called a 
queen or a molly, and baby cats are called kittens.

▪ Cats only “meow” to communicate with humans. 

▪ Cats are America’s most popular pet, 
outnumbering dogs 3 to 1.

▪ There are 40 recognized breeds of cat.

▪ A cat’s nose pad has a unique pattern just like 
human finger prints.



You will need:

• Washable paints (in a varitey of 

colors)

• Construction paper (black, white, 

brown, or orange)

• 1 small and 1 large paper plate

• Scissors

• Glue or stapler 

• Pencil or black marker

• Googly eyes (optional)



Glue or staple the smaller paper 

plate on top of the larger plate. It will 

look kind of like a snow man. This 

will be the cat’s body!

Tip: no paper plates on hand? Use 

white construction paper, card 

stock, or poster board. You can 

draw two different sized circles 

and cut them out!



Choose your construction paper! 

Then, draw two triangles. These will 

be the cat’s ears. 

Next, draw an “s” shape:

This will be the cat’s tail.

Cut out all of these shapes and set 

them aside



This step is going to be messy, so 

make sure you lay down newspaper 

before painting!

Now it is time to paint your cat! You can 

use a brush, sponges, or your fingers! 

Add different designs and colors on to 

your paper plates.  Your cat can be 1, 2, 

3, or as many different colors as you 

would like!

• Look back to the pictures of our 

barn cats. How many different 

colors do they have in their fur?

Once you are done, set your project 

aside to dry and wash your hands!



Once your cat is dry, glue on the 

construction paper ears and tail. 

Your can use a marker to draw on 

eyes, nose, mouth, and whiskers.

This project used googgly eyes, 

made the nose and whiskers out of 

construction paper, and the mouth 

out of glitter glue. You can get 

creative and use whatever your have 

on hand!



▪ As we have learned, barn cats 
are used to control pests around 
the farm. Some of the pests are 
mice. Here is a way for you to 
make mouse for your cat (one 
that won’t be a pest around your 
house!) 



▪ https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/cat-coloring-pages.html

https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/cat-coloring-pages.html


▪ https://www.fabworkingmomlife.com/easy-grandparents-day-toddler-craft-make-
a-kitty-
cat/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+velvet-
rose/TtIq+(%5BFab+Working+Mom+Life%5D)

▪ http://inspireuplift17.ru/cz1tYWxpYWpvdXJuYWxjYXRzLmhlbWFtYS5ydSZwPTMy
MjU1MTMtNDktaWRlYXMtZm9yLWNhdHMtdG95cy1kaXktaG91c2UtaW5uNi5odG1
sJmk9Ng==

https://www.fabworkingmomlife.com/easy-grandparents-day-toddler-craft-make-a-kitty-cat/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+velvet-rose/TtIq+(%5BFab+Working+Mom+Life%5D)
http://inspireuplift17.ru/cz1tYWxpYWpvdXJuYWxjYXRzLmhlbWFtYS5ydSZwPTMyMjU1MTMtNDktaWRlYXMtZm9yLWNhdHMtdG95cy1kaXktaG91c2UtaW5uNi5odG1sJmk9Ng==

