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Analyze Primary Sources: Report Cards 

How do you check your grades in school? Most kids today view them online through programs 

like progress book, blackboard, or canvas. The internet, however, did not exist during much of 

the 20th century. Marguerite and Sally Carter grew up during the 1920s and 1930s. To see how 

well they were doing in school, they had to wait for their report card to be handed out by their 

teacher.    

Below are photos of Marguerite and Sally’s report cards from the 1920s: 

         

You will be prompted to analyze the following images, then asked a few questions. First, let’s 

take a look Sally Carter’s report card: 
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Question 1: Do you notice anything on Sally’s report card that is different from report/grade 

cards of today? 

 

 

 

Question 2: What do you think was taught in hygiene class? What modern day class could this be 

compared to? 

 

 

 

Next, analyze the photo of Marguerite Carter’s report card: 
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Question 3: Look at the top of the report card where lists “Days Present” and “Days Absent”. 

What do you notice? 

 

 

 

 

Question 4: Take a look at Marguerite’s grades in the March and April columns. What do you 

notice about her grades in these months compared to previous months?  

 

 

 

 

Question 5: Look at the “Habits and Attitudes” section of the report card on the right. Look at the 

March and April columns. What do you notice about Marguerite’s class behavior these months?  

 

 

 

 

Question 6: The Carters were a farming family. Think about what farmers do for a living. What 

time of year do they plant and harvest their crops? Could there be a connection between this and 

Marguerite’s absences? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 7: Why do you think Marguerite was absent for such a long period of time? 
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Teacher Answer/Lesson Guide Sheet: 

1.) The names of some of the classes are different. Arithmetic (math), hygiene (health), 

Industrial Arts (Science/STEM), are all good answers. 

2.) Today, hydyne class is know as health class. In the class, students learn about eating 

healthy, cleanliness, physical activity, and how the body works. 

3.) Marguerite was absent many days in March and April.  

4.) Her grades were down, meaning she was struggling to keep up in school. 

5.) Her work in school was suffering and it was threatening her promotion to the next grade. 

6.) They plant in the spring and harvest in the fall. 

7.) This was possibly due to preparing fields for spring/summer planting. Many kids, mainly 

boys, would be taken out of school to help on their family’s farm. The Carter Family had 

only girls. Marguerite, being the oldest, was often the child that stayed behind to help.   

 


