CARTER HISTORIC
FARM: BRING THE FARM
TO YOUR HOUSE!
Lesson 3: Chickens

INTRODUCTION
▪ Did you know that there are more chickens on earth than there are people? There

are also more chickens on earth than any other breed of bird. In this lesson, you
will learn about all of the different chickens at Carter Farm and why farmers would
raise them.

THE
CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM:
BRAHMA
•

They are one of the
largest breeds of chicken
and are known for having
feathery feet.

•

Brahmas were the
primary meat chicken of
the US from 1850 until the
1930s!

THE CHICKENS
AT CARTER
FARM:
GOLDEN LACE
WYANDOTTE
•

These chickens have
black and golden brown
feathers that make them
look like they are laced
with gold

THE CHICKENS
AT CARTER
FARM: SILVER
LACE
WYANDOTTE
•

Similar to the golden
lace, these chickens have
black and white/silver
feathers.

THE CHICKENS
AT CARTER
FARM: RHODE
ISLAND RED
•

These chickens are dual
purpose, meaning that
they were bred to be
good for both meat and
egg laying.

CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM:
CREAM
LEGBAR
•

These chickens have
super soft feathers and
lay sky blue eggs!

CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM:
PLYMOUTH
ROCK
•

Like the Rhode Island
Red, these chickens were
bred to be good for both
meat and egg laying.

THE
CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM:
AUSTRALORP
•

They are one of the
youngest chicken breeds,
first bred in the 1900s.
They were bred to be
able to withstand warm
climates.

THE
CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM:
BUCKEYE
•

These chickens were
bred right here in the
state of Ohio! They are
also the only American
chicken breed created
entirely by a woman:
Nettie Metcalf, who
developed them in 1896!

THE
CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM: BLACK
STAR
•

With most chicks, you
won’t be able to tell if it is
a male or female until it is
older. With the black star,
you can tell as soon as
they have hatched, just
by looking at their
feathers.

THE
CHICKENS AT
CARTER
FARM:
HAMBURG
•

The Hamburg matures
quicker than other
chickens and begins
laying eggs around 4-5
months of age (the
average chickens begins
laying around 5-6
months).

OTHER BIRDS
AT CARTER
FARM:
GUINEA
FOWL
•

Can lay eggs just like
chickens!
•

Their eggs tend to be
smaller and have
thicker shells

•

Are great at keeping ticks
and small pests away.

•

Were often kept as alarm
birds because they are
very loud!

MORE CHICKEN FACTS!
▪ Farmers raise chickens for two main purposes: meat and eggs
▪ Males are called roosters, females are called hens, and baby

chickens are called chicks.
▪ Only hens can lay eggs

▪ Chicken eggs can come in many different colors. From the more

widely know white and brown eggs, to colorful ones like blue, pink,
and green.
▪

On the right: eggs from Carter Farm’s chickens! As you can see, the eggs come in
many different sizes and colors. In this basket, you can see speckled, brown, pink,
white, and blue eggs! Do you remember which of our chickens would have laid the blue
egg?

▪ It takes around 24 hours for a chicken to produce one egg.
▪ Chickens are the closest living relative of the Tyrannosaurus Rex!
▪ Historically, women were the ones on the farm who cared for the

chickens. They would often sell the eggs at markets to make money.
▪

Carter Historic Farm has its own connection to this chicken history fact! Edith May
Carter would sell her chicken eggs to the local grocer. She would then use that
money to buy groceries for the Carter family.

ACTIVITY:
LIFE CYCLE
OF A
CHICKEN
You will need
•

Poster board or card stock
•

This project uses white but you
could use what you have on hand!

•

White paper

•

Shredded brown paper
•

An old grocery bag will work!

•

Black, orange, and yellow markers,
crayons, or colored pencils

•

Red finger paint (or any washable
paint you have on hand)

•

Glue

•

Googly eyes (optional)

CRAFT NOTE:
▪ This craft is super versatile! You can substitute items for whatever you have on hand.
▪ Here are some “eggs-amples” where other items are used to complete the craft:
▪ As you can see, some use colored construction paper for the eggs. One uses a paper plate for the

background with little pipe cleaner chickens, and one has all of the stages painted on rocks! So get
creative!!

STEP 1
Cut out a large egg shape from your poster
board or card stock. This will be the
background for the craft, so make sure it is
big enough to fit all of the life cycle!
•

About the size of a regular 8x11 sheet of
paper should do!

Next, cut out two smaller egg shapes from
your white paper. These will represent
stages in the chicken life cycle
•

They should be about the size of a real
chicken egg, so you could always use one
from the fridge for reference!

Finally, also from your white paper, cut out
one very small egg. This one should be
about half of the size of the previous two.

STEP 2
Time to begin the life cycle!
Using your washable paint, cover your
entire hand with the paint. Only do a
light amount so it will dry quickly.
Press your hand print on the far left side
of the large card stock egg. Make sure
it is not in the center. This is a cycle,
kind of like a clock, so it all has to go in
a circle, or in this case, an egg!
Set aside to dry, and wash your hands!
When the paint is dry, feel free to give
your chicken wings, a beak, wattle,
comb, and eyes!

STEP 3
The Chicken lays an egg!
At the very top of your project, glue
down your shredded brown paper.
This will be the nest.
•

You could use a grocery bag,
newspaper, or brown
construction paper!

On the top of the nest, glue down
your smallest egg cutout.
Chickens, when they lay an egg,
will sit on top of it to keep it warm
while the baby chick grows
inside!

STEP 4
The egg is hatching!!!
Using one of your regular sized egg
cutouts, draw cracks in the egg.
•

You could make one of the
cracks an opening for the baby
chick to peek out! Color it yellow
and add eyes if you would like!

Glue the hatching egg on the far
right side of your project
Baby chicks, when they are ready
to hatch, will use their beaks to
peck their way out of the egg.

STEP 5
The chick has hatched!!
Using your final egg cutout, color it
yellow, add eyes and a beak. Glue it
to the very bottom of your project!
•

Once it is glued down, you can
give the chick feet and wings.

In just a few short months after
hatching, this baby chick will be a
full grown chicken. And the cycle
will start all over again!

STEP 6
Once all of the stages are glued
down, your can draw arrows to each
stage:
•

The chicken lays and egg

•

The egg begins to hatch

•

A chick has hatched from the egg

•

The chick grows into a chicken

Then, the cycle starts over!

MEET THE
NEW
CHICKS!!
The newest edition to the farm are
these Brahma chicks!
•

We have a brahma chicken at the
farm already! Take a look at the
beginning of the PowerPoint to
see what these chicks will look
like fully grown!

See how this photo has a red tint?
This is from a heat lamp. This lamp
keeps the chicks warm as they
continue to grow!

FREE CHICKEN COLORING
PAGES
▪ http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/birds/chicken

CRAFT IMAGES AND IDEA
FROM
▪ https://iheartcraftythings.com/life-cycle-of-chicken.html

