Carter
Historic
Farm History
Class
Lesson 2: The Carter-Loomis
Family

Meet Sally!
This is Sally (Carter) Loomis!
Before Carter Historic Farm
became a Living History
Farm, it was her family’s
home.
Let us learn about Sally, her
family, and her childhood in
Bowling Green, Ohio!

Meet The
Carters!
This is Sally’s Family (she is the one in the
middle).

In the front row are her dad and mom,
Everette and Edith May. With Sally in the
back row are her two sisters, Marguerite
on the left and Gertrude on the Right.
They grew up on Carter Farm from the
19-teens through the 1930s. That was
over 100 years ago and, as you can
imagine, life was very different back
then!

About the
Farm
The Farm was first purchased by Sally’s
grandfather, Jeramiah, in 1901. He
purchased 160 acres of farmland from a
wealthy man named C. W. Evers.

Eight years later, Jeramiah sold half of
that land to his son, Everette. He
purchased all of that property, 80 acres
with a house and a barn, for $1!
Why was it so cheap? Jeramiah
considered it a wedding gift to Everette so
he could have a home to raise his Family!

The Carter
Girls
During the time that Sally and
her sisters grew up, many
famers wanted sons that could
helps with chores on the farm.
The Carters, however, had only
girls. So all three worked on
their family’s farm.

Sally’s
chores
Do you have to do chores around the house?
Are your chores like Sally’s? This is what she had
to do every day:
•

Milk the cows

•

Get the horses ready for the day

•

Feed chickens

•

Collect eggs from the chickens.

And some of these things, like feeding chickens
and milking the cows, needed to be done twice a
day!
How old were you when you started to do
chores? As for Sally, she was 4!
On the left, Sally’s milking stool made for her by
her grandfather.

What did
Sally do for
Fun?
While she and her sisters had many
chores to do on the farm, they still
had time for fun!
They grew up during a time before
TV, internet, and even some of the
modern day chains stores we know
of today. So to have fun, the Carter
girls had to use their imaginations
and be creative.

Making
things your
self
From toys, to clothes and
accessories for their dolls, to gifts
for friends, Sally and her sisters
had to get creative and make
many of these things themselves.
As an adult, Sally fondly
remember making Valentine cards
by hand for all of her classmates.

Activity 1:
Hand Made
Card
While it is not Valentine’s Day, you can still get
creative and make your own cards for any
occasion, including Mother’s Day!

You will need
•

Fresh picked flowers and leaves

•

Construction paper (any color you would
like)

•

heavy books

•

Glue

•

Mod Podge (optional)

•

Scissors

•

Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Step 1
Pick some flowers! Go
to the woods, a park, or
look in your own back
yard!

Try to find a variety of
different colors, flowers,
and leaves too!

Step 2
Using your heavy book, place your flowers
between the pages. This will help to press them
and make the flat.
If you have another heavy book or object, you
can stack it on top of the flower pressing book
for some extra flattening help
Tip: Don’t want the flowers to make a mess in
the book? You can place your flowers in between
some wax or parchment paper, then place in
your book.
Leave the flowers in the book to at least 2 hours
or overnight for best results

Step 3
Take your paper and
fold it in half like a
greeting card.
Next, take your pressed
flowers and arrange
them on the card.

Step 4
Once you have arranged
your flowers, glue them
down to your paper.
For the best results, use
Elmer's white school
glue

Step 5
Once your have glued down your
flowers, place a heavy book on top
of the card to make sure the flowers
are glued in place Do this for at least
30 minutes or until glue is dry
Tip: Just like in step 2, you can place
parchment or wax paper on top of
the card before pressing to prevent
the book from getting sticky!

Step 6
Once your card is dry, you can write
and draw on the inside!
Tip: for a more polished “sealed in”
flower design, you can paint over
the flowers with mod podge once
the glue is dry.
The pressed flower card can be for
any occasion, not just Mother’s
Day! So the next time you need a
card, collect some flowers and get
creative!

Sally and
Lyle
As Sally grew up, she
met Lyle Loomis on the
school bus.
They became good
friends and soon fell in
love!

The
Loomises
Sally and Lyle went to college together
at Bowling Green State University
(called Bowling Green Normal College
at that time).

After they graduated they got married
and started a family! They had four
children, Joseph, Rose Marie, Jerry,
and John.
The family of six lived in many different
places, traveling for Lyle’s preaching
ministry.

Activity 2:
Dinner with
Sally
As an adult, Sally loved to
cook and would make food
for her family and friends.
The following slides are all
recipes from Sally Loomis!
Make them for your family
dinner this week!

Side Dish: Spinach Salad with
Sweet and Sour Dressing

Side Dish: Golden Corn Bread
(aka Johnny Cake)

Main Dish: Meat Loaf with Topping
(original hand written recipe on slide 18)

Ingredients

– Beat eggs, stir in remaining
ingredients, and mix thoroughly.

–
–

2 lbs. ground beef or turkey
1 c dry bread crumbs or crushed crackers

–
–
–

2 eggs
1/2 tsp pepper
2 tsp salt

– Pack into a 5x9 loaf pan or shape
into a loaf on a baking sheet.

–
–

1/4 c minced onion
1/3 c milk

– Mix the topping ingredients in a
separate bowling and then spread
onto meat loaf

– 1/2 c grated carrots
For topping
– 1/4 c ketchup
–
–

3 Tbsp brown sugar
2 Tbsp mustard

– Bake in a 300 degree oven for 1 ½
to 1 ¾ hour

Dessert: Dream Bars

Sally and
Lyle Donate
the Farm
Once Lyle retired, he and Sally moved
back to Bowling Green to live on Sally’s
Family Farm.
Because they loved the farm so much,
they wanted others to enjoy it for years
to come. In 2000 they donated their
farm to the Wood County Park District

To this day, Carter Historic Farm is a
place for people learn about history
and early 20th century farming.

Activity 3:
Tell Your
Own Story
Even before they donated the
farm, Sally loved to talk to school
groups about her childhood. She
would dress up, and use items and
props to illustrate her stories.
You can tell your story too! Even if
you are still young, there are ways
for you to tell others about your
life!

Different ways to tell a life
story
– 1: Write it down! Keep a diary or journal and write down things that happen to you
day to day. When you get older, you can look back on the things you experienced as
a kid and share them with others.
– 2: Act it out! This can be something you, your siblings, and even your parents can do
together! Transport your audience back in time by dressing in clothing styles from
your childhood and using old pictures and items to show what your childhood was
like.
– 3: Ask someone to tell their story! Call or video chat with family members that are
older than you (aunts, uncles, grandparents, older siblings and cousins). Ask them
about their childhoods, what they did for fun, and if they have a favorite memory.
– Bonus tip: as they are telling you their story, record it or write it down! Or, use a phone,
computer, or other device to record yourself telling a story from your own life to share in
the future.

Images and Crafts from:
– https://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/kidscraftsactivitiesblog/2012/01/howto-make-a-pressed-flower-card/

– Carter Historic Farm archives

